TEACHING | 2AT{?T [IN FIRST GRADE.

| INTRODUCTION |

We discussed the »w9 and owp»x components of mnax vq7. The »¥4 and owp»N
components of nnx ¥94 match the dictionary skills taught in the English curriculum.

We will now discuss the pyp4 component of nox w47, In this context py1p4 refers to the
meanings (for example, a- means in and n- means from 5 means to /for) and instruction the
affixes give to a word.

[VERY IMPORTANT NOTE BEFORE DISCUSSING | p¥1p7 [AND | 0o¥V |
| THE WORD | P11 | EXPLAINED |

When we say someone knows pytp4, Or we say someone is a "pTpTn Yya" we are
usually referring to how precise a person is in his articulation of words in the Torah. A Sya
P11 may know how to read the trop in the Torah very well. He may know how to stress the
words properly. He can also read the words with the correct vowels, even when the vowels are
not present in the text.

The word py1p1 is also a general term used for a Hebrew grammar curriculum. In this
sense P41 will include: How to find and recognize the vnv or root of a word. Recognizing
the seven types of verbs. Understanding the different types of words in chumash, such as
verbs, nouns, direct object marker, prepositions, simichus and many other HEBREW
GRAMMAR concepts.

In nON Y97 the vw - P17 components does not refer to Hebrew grammar. It refers

specifically to the understanding of meaning and functions of the prefixes and suffixes
attached to a word or w4¢. The w9¢ component in nox ¥497includes all types of words found
in Chumash not only verbs.
MOST IMPORTANT the pyip7 and ¥4w components of nnpx ¥97 are two more tools our
students can use to help them LEARN Chumash.
| INTRODUCTION 2 |

Does a rebbi need to have a background knowledge in Lashon Hakodesh grammar to
teach his students the ¥9¥ - pytp4 components of mx ¥91? | will answer this question with a
question. Does one need to be a mechanic to drive a car? Does one need to be an electrician to
change a light bulb? Obviously, the answer is no. However, in my opinion, the rebbeim are not
the students. The rebbi is giving over the information to the students. In order to do this
properly the rebbi must know more then just the simple meanings of the prefixes and suffixes.
There are many levels of knowing a subject. One doesn’t need to know dikduk on the Vilna
Goan’s level to teach ¥9v - py1rp1 components of nnN v494 But some basic background
information is necessary. In our discussion of w49¥ - pyp4e | will present some basic
background information that | think is important for a rebbi to know in order for him to teach
the meanings of the prefixes and suffixes. Most of this information is not necessary for the
students to know at this time.




We will now discuss word parts. Word parts include the meanings and instructions
of the prefixes and suffixes. We will then discuss the various types of words found in
Chumash. Once we have this foundation we will discuss how to teach the 7777 and ¥9¥

components of NN ¥97to first graders.

| WORD PARTS IN ENGLISH |
[ Using word parts |
Knowing some common prefixes and suffixes (affixes), base words, and root words can help
students learn the meanings of many new words. For example, if students learn just the four
most common prefixes in English (un-, re-, in-, dis-), they will have important clues about

the meaning of about two thirds of all English words that have prefixes.-
| What are WORD PARTS? |
Word parts corresponds to the py1p4 and ¥9¢ components of nnx v91.
Word parts are: affixes, base words, root words.

In Lashon Hakodesh affixes are the extra letters attached to the base word or root word.
* The extra letters at the beginning of the word are called the prefixes.
* The extra letters at the beginning of the word are called the suffixes.
* The extra letters in the middle of the word are called infixes.
* In English, there are no infixes only prefixes and suffixes.

|  base words |and |  root words. | correspond to the 4% components of nox v497. We
will discuss ¥9¥ in the next section.

| PREFIXES IN ENGLISH |

Prefixes are relatively easy to learn because 1) they have clear meanings (for example,
un- means not and re- means again pre means before); 2) they are usually spelled the same way
from word to word; and, of course, 3) they always occur at the beginnings of words.
| PREFIXES IN LASHON HAKODESH |[ part one |

As in English, Loshon Hakodesh prefixes are relatively easy to learn and teach. Let’s see
how.

There are 22 letters in the 2-N. 11 can be used as affixes. The other 11 are never used as

affixes. The end letters X ,9,),0,T have the same function as their matching regular letter.
Look at the letters below.

N899y 0 I ][o][n 1110 ey [n],7 ) N IER
| v [ v REz

The letters w, 2,9 ,X are in the black boxes and are only used as prefixes. The other letters in
boxes are used for both prefixes and suffixes. The letters vy and ?» can be a prefix, suffix or

infix. The letters 3,7 ,\ ,¥,9,9,Y,9 O N 3,7, are never a prefix or suffix.

* There are 22 letters inthe 2 - N,
* only 11 letters are used as affixes.




» The other 11 are never used as affixes and will almost always be part of the v or the main
part of a word.
* In addition, four of the affix letters are only used as a prefix, so if you see them in middle or
end of the word you will know it’s part of the shoresh. These are the letters w,a 5 N

In English many affixes are 3, 4 or even 5 letters long. When you attach them to a word
it is often difficult to see the affix and root as separate entities. In Loshon Hakodesh all affixes
are 1 or 2 letters. (when you see more then 2 extra letters it is usually because you have 2
different affixes next to each other. quick example Lavan said to Yaakov Avinu 00 »-9-12y-)

And you will work (for) me for free?. The suffix » means you, and the suffix » means me.)

In English there may be four common prefixes noted above, but there are tens of others.
In Loshon Hakodesh there is a definite number of prefixes.
| How many prefixes are there? |
There are about 18 prefixes which have a meaning.

 Seven prefixes are called n»¥mwn nnix. In English they are known as function
letters or function words . A function word connects different words in a sentence. | added
the NOxWN ) to the seven nivwinvn ninix for eight prefixes.

* 10 prefixes are called the subject pronouns prefixes. The subject pronouns prefix is
the prefix attached to a verb in a posuk. For example »91 YMN™ON NYND MNP 2 )
DINI 1207\Y In this posuk the 5 in the word 9N and the ) in the word 923 are pronoun

prefixes.

If you can learn the meanings for these 18 or so prefixes then learning chumash will
be much easier. When you come to a word with one of these 18 prefixes all you have to do is
peel away the prefix and you will see the word or v4v.

There is another group of prefixes. These prefixes don’t have a meaning or a taitsh
instead these prefixes give me information about the word they are attached to. In first grade |
don’t discuss these information prefixes. |1 do tell the boys however, these letters don’t
have a meaning like the other prefixes, but they tell me something about the word. | give
an example of a box of spaghetti. On the box it gives direction how to cook the spaghetti. The
words in the Torah also have extra letters which give instruction to the words.

[WE WILL NOW EXPLAIN THE 18 PREFTXES WHICH HAVE A MEANING. |

In Lashon Hakodesh there are three groups of prefixes.

GROUP ONE prefixes are the 7 Function letters or the ni»¢mvwn nivniN. | added the nHxwn n to
these 7 prefixes to make 8 function letters.

GROUP TWO prefixes are the pronouns attached to verbs. These prefixes are called subject
pronouns.

GROUP THREE prefixes don’t have their own meaning or taitsh, but give us important

information about the word it is attached to. For example b:_ng Is a verb and means He ate, but

if 1 attach a prefix Y3 to the word DO the )3 tells me the word 22D is now a noun and it



means food. We are not discussing the the third group of prefixes at this time.

[[GROUP ONE PREFIXES EXPLAINED |
7 (8) function letters | YN NPNIN

) N ) p) n 9 v u
indicates the and to / for from like that in/on/
question over

* The first group of prefixes are the 7 prefixes np9,n,5¥,2 Some use the acronym ,a 9,51 n,¥n
for these 7 letters. These letters are called n»¥mwn nivnix. In English they are called function
words. The job of a function word is to be like the glue connecting different words in a
sentence.

* Four of the 8 ni»wmwn nivnix / function words are prepositions. These are the letters ©">oa.
Prepositions usually connects a verb to the noun or pronoun in the sentence.

Example 1:mann gon o»n Chaim went from the house The » / from connects the 2 words,
Example 2 ma) g5n o»n Chaim went to the house The % / to connects the 2 words,

(Just a note: There are many words that are prepositions. Some examples are: ,oX ,nNR ,0y ,)2
DN, )0)

The n is known as the definite article. This is a fancy way of saying the word the. The chair

instead of a chair.
The ¥ / that is often like the prefix n and is a definite article. That chair.
The 1 is a conjunction letter. Conjunction means joining two things. This is a fancy way of

saying the word and. The y connects these two word ox) ax
« Some of the 7 prefixes are abbreviated words. For example: The prefix 9 is the abbreviated
form of the word Sx. The prefix 1 is the abbreviated form of the word yn. The ¥ is the

abbreviated form of the word 9¥x and the 3 is the abbreviated form of the word n>.

The prefixesy,n ,a aren’t abbreviated words.

(second note. :These seven letters are used in different ways in a sentence / posuk. The way the
word is used will determine what type of word it is. The ¥ can be an adverb and the % is often
attached to a verb and is called the infinitive. 7w - to guard) We added an 8th function letter
the noxvin n. This n tells me the posuk is a question. usually the n will have a “chataf pasach

* The on9x noIdH letters.

[ GROUP TWO PREFIXES EXPLAINED ]
10 subject pronouns | o»y»3
* There are 10 subject pronouns?
» What is a subject?

A subject is the person (or thing) who is doing the action.
* What is a pronoun - »3?

The subject of a sentence may be a person. For example: Chaim ate. Chaim is the
subject. Ate is the verb (the action). Often | don’t want to write the name of the person doing
the action, so | can substitute the name with a subject pronoun. Instead of Chaim ate. | can




write He ate. The pronoun he is one of the 10 subject pronouns.

* There are 10 subject pronouns._ No more and no less. There are only 10 people that can do the
action in a sentence.

| stand alone pronouns |

* Who are the TEN people represented by the pronoun? These are the TEN people. Because
these pronouns are not attached to the verb like a prefix we call them stand alone pronouns.

|| [on] | DX [[OPN [|[ DN | [N ]| [N ] | [ 9N NN NN
[they || [they || [you]| | [you| | [we] | [she] | [he] [ you | [1]

| The three pieces of Information of the stand alone pronouns |
In a sentence or posuk these 10 subject pronouns can tell me three important pieces of
information. It can tell me PERSON, GENDER, and NUMBER Let’s explain;
When the Torah says a story there is a narrator. The narrator is describing the action of the
story. In every story we have to know - which of the three persons is doing the action?

1) Is the narrator of the story talking about himself or including himself? This is
represented by m»nax »x | This is called first person |

2) Is the narrator of the story is talking to someone This is represented by ,opx ,mX ,NPN
ypx | This is called second person |

3) Is the narrator of the story talking about someone This is represented by ,on ,nn NN
yo| This is called third person. |

2 | It can tell me gender. If the subject is a boy or girl.

3 | It can tell me number, If One person is doing the action (singular) or many persons are
doing the action (plural)

WE HAVE A PROBLEM - There is one thing the 10 stand alone pronouns cannot do. It
cannot tell me the tense - tense means time. They cannot tell me if the action (the verb) will
happen (future) or has happened (past) NOTE: We are not discussing present tense at this
time

How can | know the tense? For the future tense I need one of these 10 prefixes.

10 SUBJECT PREFIX PRONOUNS
MAKES THE VERB FUTURE TENSE

* In this chart we are presenting The 10 subject / stand alone pronouns, (xn nnx ) and
it’s corresponding subject prefixes.
* The first line is called the stand alone pronoun since they are not attached to the verb.
* The second line is the subject prefixes. The prefixes are always used for future tense.
The 3 lines following the prefix represent the 3 letters of the vy,

» There are 5 prefixes that goes together with a suffix.

»___» - you will (female, singular) y___» - you will (male, plural) 3
(female, plural) y___» - they will (male)
Mm___»-they will (female) I treat these “suffixes” as a prefix. On my work-sheets where |
color the prefixes green | color this letter green too. | tell the class it goes together with prefix.

» - you will




This may sound confusing. However it’s actually easy to teach and learn.

1 op| | [EN| | [ODX] [[WN || [ ®D] [N ]| [DN] | [DDN] ([N
[ they | [ they | you [you| | [we] | [she] | [he] you you [1]
[(Mm__n || f|[Mm__n ||| [ | [n] | 2] |P=D]] [0] |[¥]
they will [they will| you will | you will |we will | she will | he will | you will | you will | I will

[SUMMARY |
[ THE PREFIXES]
1| Wediscussed 18 prefixes.
2| We discussed that these 18 prefixes can be divided into two groups of prefixes. The 7
function letters (function words in English) and the 10 subject pronouns prefixes.

» The function letters can be attached to nouns, verbs and other types of words. We will
discuss some of these words in the discussion about suffixes.

* The 10 subject pronoun prefixes are only used with verbs.
How do you use these prefixes? When do you use them? Are you allowed to use them? OK
the last question was a joke.

Obviously, we can’t have one of the n»¥inY npniX or function letter stand on its own.
Reminder, the function letters are the letters ,n 3,9 1»,5,¥ ,a These letters must be attached to a

word or a pronoun. This pronoun will be a suffix. In our next discussion we will discuss these
pronoun suffixes. Likewise, we can’t have one of the ten subject pronoun prefixes stand on
their own. They must be attached to a verb. We discussed the subject pronoun prefixes, now we
will discuss the subject pronoun suffixes.

| SUFFIXES IN ENGLISH |

Learning suffixes can be more challenging than learning prefixes. This is because some
suffixes have more abstract meanings than do prefixes. For example, learning that the suffix
-ness means "the state or quality of" might not help students figure out the meaning of kindness.
Other suffixes, however, are more helpful. For example less, which means “without” (hopeless,
thoughtless); and ful, which means "full of" (hopeful, thoughtful).

| SUFFIXES IN LASHON HAKODESH |

I am not sure if learning Lashon Hakodesh suffixes are more challenging then learning
Lashon Hakodesh prefixes. | would say, that if taught properly it would be no different then
teaching the prefixes. The problem with teaching suffixes is fourfold:
[One]: Just like the prefixes there are a definite number of suffixes, but there are more than
double the amount of suffixes to learn. Approximately 40 or so. The easy part is, most suffixes
are pronouns. There are only 5 that are not pronouns. They are the o> ,m which indicate plural.
The n_and »>_ which indicates simichus (putting two nouns together) and the n_ which means to.
[ Two |: Suffixes in general should be easier to learn then prefixes. Why is this? Many prefixes
have multiple functions. For example the prefixes » ,n ,n ). have a meaning, but can also give
instruction about a word. Most suffixes have only one function - to be used as a pronoun.
There are two problems however:

1) There are multiple suffixes which have can have a number of meanings. For example:
The suffix » can mean us, our, we The suffix n_means to or she.

2) The word you in English is used for one person or many people. So we have six suffix




pronouns that mean you. They are the om» » 1,7, ,02 This can be confusing for someone trying
to figure out who is the subject of the posuk.
:The biggest difficulty with suffixes is the changing and disappearing letters at the end
of a word. The rule is, if a word ends with a # like the word and you attach a suffix the
the n changes to a m or » or it can even disappears. SO we get 1Ny Wy » Or NRYNIHN
INON NHPYY-IYN but sometimes the n goes away niyy >vbyr In addition there are words that do
end with a » and you have to figure out if that » is part of the word or it was a 7 that became a
n.
[Four ]: The Torah often puts extra letters at the end of a word. The yand 5 are most common
extra letter. When it’s a 7 you may not know why its there.
[THE AFFTXES [ PART 2| THE SUFFIXES]

To understand the pronoun suffixes in Lashon Hakodesh it is helpful to first study this
English pronoun chart. Some of the terms on this chart we explained in the prefix
section.

subject object | possessive | possessive |  reflective
pronoun | pronoun | adjective | pronouns pronouns

1st person I ME MY MINE MYSELF

2nd person YOU YOU YOUR YOURS YOURSELF

3rd person HE HIM HIS HIS HIMSELF
male

3rd person SHE HER HER HERS HERSELF
female

1st person WE US OUR OURS OURSELF
plural

2nd person| YOU YOU YOUR YOURS YOURSELF
plural

3rd person| THEY THEM THEIR THEIRS | THEMSELVES
plural

Now, let us combine the English pronoun chart with the Lashaon Hakodesh pronoun chart.
for Lashon Hakodesh we don’t need the possessive pronouns and the reflective
pronouns. The suffixes for these two columns are the same as the possessive adjective.
SECOND | To make it easier we will rename column three as possessive pronoun.
THIRD | In English we use the pronoun it for things. In Lashon Hakodesh there is no pronoun
it. Even things are defined as boy or girl.
In English there is one column for the subject pronoun. For Lashon Hakodesh we
need three columns. One for the stand alone word. One for the future prefix and one for the past
suffix.
In English there is one column for the object pronoun. For Lashon Hakodesh we
need two columns. We need one column for the object of the preposition, and one column for




the direct object.

THE COMBINED CHART

[6] [9]

stand | subject past future object | objectof | direct | [ possessive
alone [ pronoun | g pject subject pronoun the object adjective
pronouns suffix prefix preposition [ marker

st N | |Pa___J| [c—x] || ME | [a] |[nx] MY

person

2nd AN | | YOU [[(P___ || [——_P]| YOU 73] (9] ] YOUR

person male

2nd you |[a___1|D_—]|] you | [32] |[x]]||YOUR

person female

3rd HE | [——_| [ [——=] || HIM | [Pa] |[[inx] HIS

person male

3rd ] | SHE | [p——_] | [c—®] || HER | [m] |[[#~x]]] HER

person female

1st WE |[[»___]| [—_2] us [ma] |[1nx] OUR

person

plural

2nd YOU ([on___J|P___»]|] YOU | [07,] |[=m]|] YOUR

person male

plural

2nd YOU [[w___]|[m___»[|] YOU | ] |[mx]]]YOUR

person female

plural

3rd THEY| D——_] | D=——=] ||THEM | [ona] |[anx]| | THEIR|[E7>¥]

person male

plural

3rd THEY| D—_| |[[M__ DI THEM| [ya]| |[[1nx|] | THEIR||1?V

person female

plural

| THE COMBINED CHART EXPLAINED |

[COLUMN ONE EXPLAINED -THE PERSON]]

This column was explained when we discussed the subject pronoun prefixes. We will give

a quick review.

In every story there is a narrator, someone telling the story.
When the narrator includes himself, or is talking about himself this in called FIRST
PERSON. For example 12Ty 1293 7y3n »M) In this posuk Avrohom Avinu is the narrator
and he is talking about himself.

[ 2] When the narrator is talking to someone this is called SECOND PERSON.

For example n)N2n~9210 nAN MW In this posuk Hashem is talking to the snake.




When the narrator is talking about someone this is called THIRD PERSON.

For example DY y19¥ » 397> ND 011 3D In this posuk the Torah is the narrator. The Torah is
telling us about the brothers

[COLUMN TWO EXPLAINED STAND ALONE PRONOUN]]

This column was explained when we discussed the subject pronoun prefixes. We will give
a quick review, and add some new information that is relevant to the topic of suffixes.

A pronoun is a word we use when we don’t want to use the person’s name. Instead of saying
Chaim ate. | can say, He ate. Instead of saying, He gave Chaim a prize. | can say he gave him
a prize. When the pronoun is a word it is called a stand alone pronoun. Usually the pronoun is
attached to a word as a prefix or a suffix. There are ten and only ten stand alone pronouns.
These 10 people are also the 10 subject pronouns that can be the subject of a sentence.

0] | [OD]| PN | ([OBX ]| nmN] |[20 || [NND] | [ DX | NHN L)
[they || [they]| [you| | [you] | [we]| | [she]| [he] L you | [1]

[COLUMN THREE EXPLAINED SUBJECT PRONOUN ]

This column too was explained when we discussed the prefixes.

We can understand this in a few steps.

1] Every sentence must have a subject and a verb. Chaim ate. Sometimes we don’t want to use
the name of the subject so we can write He ate.

1A] In Lashon Hakodesh the subject pronoun can be a word, a prefix or a suffix. In Lashon
Hakodesh when the subject pronoun is a stand alone pronoun (see the chart above) It can tell
me three pieces of information. It can tell me the 1) person 2) gender 3) number. However,
it cannot tell me the tense - if the verb is past tense or future tense.

3] To know the tense | need a subject prefix or subject suffix . These affixes are in column four
and five.

[ COLUMNS FOUR and FIVE EXPLAINED - SUBJECT PRONOUN PREFIXES]
1a] The subject prefixes tell me the verb is future tense

1b]The subject suffixes tell me the verb is past tense.

2] There are 10 subject pronoun prefixes and 10 subject pronoun suffixes.

These 10 subject pronoun prefixes and 10 subject pronoun suffixes correspond to the 10
stand alone pronouns.

3]Often the stand alone pronoun is not written in the posuk. In that case the prefix and
suffix will give all four pieces of information. 1) person 2) gender 3) number 4) tense.

10 SUBJECT SUFFIX PRONOUNS
MAKES THE VERB | PAST | TENSE

* In this chart we are presenting The 10 subject / stand alone pronouns, (xn nnx ) and
it’s corresponding subject suffixes.
* The first line is called the stand alone pronoun since they are not attached to the verb.
» The second line is the subject prefixes. The prefixes are always used for future tense.
* The third line is the subject suffixes. The suffixes are always used for past tense

The 3 lines preceding the suffix represent the 3 letters of the v9v.




Q) (00 ] | VAN ] | [OBX ] ([ DO || [ND] | [X0] | [DX]| | [DAN]| [N ]
[ [ [ |[[M D[ [P || [ || [P | 2 | PP | [ || [ X
D | | D || | on— | [ | [ | [ | [ | ([ || D]
[they| | [they| | [you]| | [you] | [we] | [she| | [he] | [you] | [you] [1]

* The absence of a suffix indicates the past tense for »n/he. In first grade most past tense we
have in chumash with »n/he are in the Yya form (as opposed to one of the other oo»a). This
means the nympy under the 3 letters of the vnv are either __or__Therefore | tell the class these
two nTp) forms means he.

5] THE ponm

I call this the trick », but this Y probably has as many names as there are rebbeim. This
changes the tense of the verb. It is very easy to recognize the 7390 The 1 that changes the
word from future tense to past tense is ALWAYS a 1 except before an x when its a y, All other »
at the beginning of a verb do not change the tense. The 90 y that changes past tense to future
tense is a little harder. To change from past to future any » can do it. It doesn’t make a difference
the mp». The good thing is that virtually every word in chumash with a past tense will change
to future tense when you put a ) at the beginning of the word.

[COLUMN STX - OBJECT PRONOUN]

[ 1[The object pronoun also correspond to the 10 stand alone pronouns. They don’t have the
same meaning. But object pronoun has 3 persons, gender and number like the subject
pronoun.

To be a sentence you need two words A subject doing an action and the verb. He ate. is a
perfectly good sentence.

Once | have a basic sentence | can add an object or a pronoun. He ate lunch. Lunch is the
object. I can add a pronoun He hit him. him is the object. If you look at the chart you will see
the pronoun him is in the object column.

In English one column suffices for the object pronoun. For Lashon Hakodesh we need 2
columns One for the object of the preposition and one for the direct object. Both are objects,
but | grouped them separately because the nx and the prepositions prefixes n"»5a are 2 distinct
groups. Second, some of the suffixes are different when attached to certain prepositions.
IMPORTANT REMINDER: In English we use the pronoun it for things. In Lashon
Hakodesh there is no pronoun it. Even things are defined as boy or girl.

[COLUMN SEVEN - OBJECT OF THE PREPOSITION]]

[REVIEW OF TERMS]

PREPOSITION - A word that connects a word (usually a verb) with a noun or a pronoun in a
sentence.

The boy ran to yeshiva. To is a preposition. It connects ran to the word yeshiva.

OBJECT OF THE PREPOSITION - The noun or pronoun following the preposition is called
the object of the preposition. For example. The boy ran to his brother. The word brother is
the object of the preposition word to. Let us write this sentence with a pronoun. The boy ran to
him. In this sentence the pronoun him is the object of the preposition. In Hebrew we would




write this as | YOXI ¥9 920 |or | 2 X1 9900 |

What is the object of the preposition? These are object suffixes attached to the
preposition prefixes 1n"v5a.

The prepositions can be words and the preposition suffix can be attached them too. For
example. , 99y - 9y PHN - DN 2 - ya

THE 10 OBJECT of the PREPOSITION PRONOUNS

A few of the preposition object suffixes can differ with different prepositions.
Look at the chart below and you see the suffixes which mean me, him, her are different
by the prefix 2 and n.

1032 o2 122 022 na 13 32 73 T3 2
YR || (O] | [12» O30 | | [0 | | [P0 || [ w00 || [T | | [T || [0
[them | | [them | | [you| | |you| Lher| | [him| | [you] | [you] | [me]

[COLUMN EIGHT EXPLAINED DIRECT OBJECT SUFFIXES]
Direct object suffixes. These are suffixes attached to the word nx. We can understand
this in a few steps.

1] Every sentence has a subject and a verb. He ate / 5ox xn

2] We can expand the sentence by adding an object. He ate bread. / onb Yax N,
The word bread is called the direct object.

3] When | write He ate bread. / onb Yax xy the object bread is not definite which
means | know he ate bread but | don’t know which bread he bread

4] If I write He ate the bread. Now I’m being more specific. I know which bread
he ate.

5] The words the bread in the sentence He ate the bread are called the definte
direct object. In Lashon Hakodesh this is recognized by adding the word nx. and we
would write He ate the bread./ on5H AN Yox NN

6] As we discussed, the object can be substituted with a pronoun So we can write
ANN 9oN NN instead of onon nx oN NN

THE 10 DIRECT OBJECT PRONOUNS
The my is known as the direct object marker. There is no equivalent in English.

The job of the nx is to connect the verb with an object or pronoun. The difference between the
preposition and nx is seen in these two sentences.

The boy ran_to the box. The boy didn’t do anything to the box. namb vy 790

The boy ate the bread. The boy did an action to the bread. on5n nN Y5 790

In this case you put an nx to show the direct object onvn NN Yax 190 OF NN Yax 190 .

X | | [ODN | | [ 20X | |[020% || [ DO | | [ADN | | [N ] | [T ] | [TOX] | [ DX |
[them | | [them | | [you| | |you| Lher| | [him| | [you] | [you] [ [me]

3a) Direct object suffixes; Often the ni is dropped and the direct object suffix is attached
directly to the verb. Notice how some of the suffixes change when it is attached directly to




tthe verb.
17909 | ([ 0n90Y | | [ 199090 | |[ 090 ||| 99981 | ([ MDY || [ 0w ||| 90 | || 7990 ||| 2390V |

[them | | [them| | [you| | [you| Lher| | [him] | [you| | [you| | [me]

[COLUMN NINE and TEN EXPLAINED POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS ]

Possessive pronoun suffixes. This is recognized by the word %¥.

THE 10 POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS

2) » Possessive pronoun suffixes; These are suffixes attached to the word 5¥.
(1229 | |[ ©D2Y || [ 1229 | |[ 0229 || WY | | [M2Y || [V | | [12Y | [T2¥ ]| [2?Y |

| their | | [their| | [your| | [your| | |our| | her | lhis| | [your| | [your| | [my]
In the Torah we don’t have the word ¥ so the suffix will be attached directly to the object.

In the chart below I present an example using the word ¥x4 as the object /noun. This word is
attached directly to the pronoun since the word v is missing.

[10¥xa || [0 || [129%3 || (02980 ] ([ 0w | ([ YD || 989 | | (7989 | [[79N7 ]| [P9NA ]

their their | | [your | | | your | our | | her | | his | your your [ my |
head head | | [head | | [head | | [head | | [head | | | head | | | head head | | | head |

| have found once you become familiar with these pronoun suffixes, learning vmn

becomes much easier. (In the n9im the pronouns are usually suffixes attached to the end of a word. With
verbs the subject pronouns can also be prefixes.)

[CONFUSION ALERT]

Although the prefixes - suffixes are easy to learn, if not taught correctly it can become
confusing for a few reasons.

«- Although there are only 11 letters the can be affixes, most of these 11 affixes
have multiple meanings and usages. A n can mean from, but a prefix » can also make a verb
into a noun. A prefix » can also tell me that a verb is in present tense. The prefixes n and n
also have multiple usages. Then there is the 9’9 v which literally turns everything upside
down!

* - In Loshon Hakodesh we have prefixes and suffixes but we also have infixes.
Infixes are extra letters that are imbedded in the shoresh. quick example: v can be iy,

MY Or NPNY

« - When is a suffix not a suffix? When its a prefix. A suffix that is a prefix?
Yes, a suffix can be “part” of the prefix. There are 10 prefixes called the subject prefix. (see
the chart above) There are 5 subject prefix that have a prefix together with a suffix. e.g. N> -
he will say. N> - they will say. The » goes together with the prefix >. Don’t worry it’s not as
confusing as | just made it sound, and it’s actually easy to teach and learn.

o~ Letters can change to different letters or fall off a word. This is more of a
problem with suffixes, but even by prefixes there can be confusion. Here are some examples. If
the first letter of a word is the same as the prefix, quick example; 9mx) - and | will say or Y9N, -

and I will eat. The X you see is the prefix. The x of the shorish falls off. 49¥» - the » of 9% falls
off. Other letters also fall off the word adding to the confusion. The most confusing




disappearance is the missing word ¥ and missing n by Simichus. What is Simichus? In Lashon
Hakodesh when two nouns are next to each other you can sort of combine them. quick example
VN DY T1ayn becomes ¥nn 4ay , The first prefix n falls off. To make it even more confusing,
if the second word is a proper noun then that »n also falls off op9ax 5¢ 42yn becomes opvax a2y
When there is a command the prefix totally disappears and you only have a word
or only the suffix which is supposed to go with the prefix. quick example If | want to
command TWO people to guard a house you will say in English “You guard this house. In
Lashon Hakodesh the expanded way to say this would be man nx ym¥m However in a
command the prefix falls off so we say n»an nx ymv instead of man nx ymvn However, if
taught in an orderly manner these confusions can be minimized and even eliminated.
Before moving on to the third part of WORD PARTS The w4v let us make a quick
review of the prefixes and suffixes we discussed until now. We will also discuss the 5 suffixes
that are not pronouns and the 991 ».
| THE PLURAL LETTERS |
In Lashon Hakodesh there are two letters that tell us if a word is plural. One is for male
words and one is for female words
1) the ;i is for female words
2) The o> is for female words.
There are many words that are 5957 yn Nsv. an is one father but niax is fathers.
B
Mmoo comes from the word gmo which means adjacent or next to. In this case we have two
nouns next to each other.
[SUFFIX SUMMARY |
There are four groups of pronouns
1) The object of the preposition pronouns.
2) The direct object of the verb.
3) Possessive
4) the subject suffix pronouns.
If each group has 10 pronouns. Then simple math tells me there should be 40 suffix pronouns.
This sounds true, BUT the suffix attached the prepositions are the same as the suffix as the
pronouns attached to the direct object marker ( This is the word nx) So we are down to thirty,
However, not so fast. Some of the object of the prepositions have different suffixes for some
of the prepositions For example [ In him | is |3 | but | from him |is| »on
Sometimes, the nx is dropped and the object suffix is attached directly to the verb These
suffixes are also different for some pronouns.

WORD PARTS
Affixes are word parts that are "fixed to" either the beginnings of words (prefixes) or
the ending of words (suffixes).

The word disrespectful has two affixes, a prefix (dis-) and a suffix (-ful).
Base words are words from which many other words are formed.
For example, many words can be formed from the base word migrate:

migration, migrant, immigration, immigrant, migrating, migratory.




Word roots are the words from _other languages that are the origin of many English words.
About 60% of all English words have Latin or Greek origins.

)%
[INTRODUCTION |

We discussed three components of BN ¥9F. The »"¥9 and ©IPIN components which
match dictionary skills, and the »¥¥p% component which matches the affixes part of word parts.

We will now discuss the ¥9% component of MK W7, The ¥9¥ component matches word
root and base words of word parts.

After discussing the ¥9¥ components of nPN Y97 we will then discuss PYIPT in its
broader sense; how P¥1p4 Hebrew / Lashon Hakodesh Grammar can be taught to first

through third graders.
| WHAT DOES A CHILD SEE WHEN HE OPENS A CHUMASH? |

When a child opens a Chumash what does he see? This isn’t a trick question. A child in
first grade looks at a chumash and sees words and words. Perhaps letters and letters. Lashon
Hakodesh isn’t his first language. In fact, as we discussed in previous discussions it’s a
foreign language. This child is no different than someone who can read only English and tries
to read a Spanish newspaper. For certain he can read the words since Spanish uses the same
letters as English, but there will be no understanding or comprehension. Our job is to get these
words to a level - that when a child looks at a word in chumash he will be able to take off the
affixes and see the ROOT of the word.

| ENGLISH WORD ROOQOTS |

Latin and Greek word roots are found commonly in content-area school subjects,
especially in the subjects of science and social studies. As a result, Latin and Greek word parts
form a large proportion of the new vocabulary that students encounter in their content-area
textbooks. Teachers should teach the word roots as they occur in the texts students read.
Furthermore, teachers should teach primarily those root words that students are likely to see
often. Root words usually cannot stand on its own as a word. Root words are not words in
English, but they were words in Latin and Greek. Base words are words that are used as words
even without adding on prefix, suffixes, or other letters. It can stand alone and cannot be
further divided.

« | Lashon Hakodesh Word Roots |

Verbs and most nouns in Lashon Hakodesh begin with a three letter ¥9v. This
three letter root is the root or foundation of a word. However, as in English, the ¥9% or
root word cannot stand alone. In order for a 3 letter root to have real meaning we must
add nikudos (vowels), prefixes, suffixes or a combination of these three, and often we
need context. As a mater of fact there are many words that have the same three letter shorish
and have different meanings. '¥'n'9 can be head, first, beginning. 'o'a'n can be eating or
destroying. The 3 letters of "yn'¥ will at most tell us that the word has something to do with
guarding, watching or protecting, The preposition Yy - on has a similar meaning as the verb




oyn and the noun nYy yadp. They all have a concept of bringing up, but they have very
different meanings. A ¥4 at most tells me that I’m talking about a certain concept.

A DIFFERENCE |

There is a difference between Lashon Hakodesh and English roots. In English the root
words may not be words in on its own, however most of these words were real words in Latin
and Greek. In Lashon Hakodesh the three letter roots are not really words until you put it into
a context.

Often extra letters are added to these three letters and sometimes one or two of the original three
letters can fall off so we often see verbs with two letters. Some examples: X ,N2

[BASE WORDS IN LASHON HAKODESH |

Base words and root words are two terms that are sometimes used as synonymes.
However, in English root words and base words are different. root words are not
usually words on their own you must add other letters to make it a word. Base words are
words on their own even before we add additional letters.

» In Lashon Hakodesh we also have base words, but even these base words are usually derived
from a 3 letter root. | have not see any dikduk sefer discuss BASE WORDS. In the sefer »95

NP0 MmYL by Rav Eluzer Brieger. Rav Brieger identifies four types of words The verb, noun,
pronouns, and 79n. A Non would be comparable to a preposition or any word that is not a noun

or verb. Verbs and nouns almost always have a 3 letter starting point. this is called the root
word. We can add prefixes, suffixes and infixes to these words. The f9» words could be

compatible to the base words. These words usually don’t have a three letter root, but you can
add letters to these words.

Now that we know about the different types of words we can attach affixes. As in
English the affixes in Lashon Hakodesh can change the meaning of the word. A prefix n
makes a word definite. A o makes a word plural. A suffix n can indicate a word is female a
suffix 3 can indicate a word is male. The affixes can even change a ¥V to a verb or a noun.
There are many verbs which are derived from nouns and nouns from verbs. »7 - fish is a noun
but it can become 1) which is a verb. «ny is he guarded, a verb. v - is a nightly learning
program. iy is a guard. 9nivn is a noun v is a verb. In Loshon Hakodesh any word
which is derived from another word will have the same root. In Lashon Hakodesh our job is
- to take a word we have in chumash and to try and find it’s root.

| How [word parts] are the same in English and Lashon Hakodesh. |
If you did not know the meaning of | misunderstanding | how could you figure it out?

If you did not know the meaning of | ©>DINAYNY |how could you determine it?

* » [n both English and Lashon Hakodesh affixes are added to a base word or to a root word.

* « [n both English and Lashon Hakodesh the affixes are like words and have a meaning, or give
Instruction about the word.

» « Both languages have base words and root words.




VERY IMPORTANT e« If you become familiar with the affixes then when you come
to a big word like misunderstanding or onnavny all you need to do is peel off the
affixes and behold there is the main part of the word.

In the word misunderstanding the prefix mis means wrong understand is the root and
Ing is the suffix.
In the word ©nDNOYNY the prefix Y means to, NNAYN means family. The N changes to

a » when you add suffixes after a 1. The 9 changes to a » and the n also indicates plural. The
suffix » is found in all plural nouns that are feminine. The ©7) is a possessive pronoun suffix that
mean their.

REVIEW
iY77 |-English Word parts can be divided into three parts.
1) Affixes, 2) base words and 3) root words.

Lashon Hakodesh word parts can be divided into two parts and perhaps three.
1) Affixes and 2) o»¥4v -roots 3) perhaps base words

In Lashon Hakodesh base words can be compared to the words called ni>»m A nbn
includes words like ayx ,y2 9% o (basically words that are not verbs or nouns) The affixes in
Lashon Hakodesh can also be divided into two parts:

1) The affixes which have meaning 2) and the affixes which give instruction to the word.

[THE TAKE AWAY |

Of the six components of "N'A'NX 'YW the P¥*{p4 and ¥4¥W components are the
most important word learning strateqgies a child learning chumash will use. Py¥p% and ¥9v
Is the root (pun intended) of knowing a word. The first thing a child should do when he comes
to a word is to separate the affixes of a word and find the root of the word. The ,939P3N

»"¥4 and 1999 (context clues) components will help a student understand the meaning of a
word, but W9V - P¥1pT components help the student understand the word itself. In most
cases, all you need to do is take away the affixes and you can see the ¥49¥. This is why, in

my opinion, it is better to focus teaching the children the meanings of the affixes
and to find the shoresh rather then teach children hundreds of abstract words to
memorize. We had an in depth discussion about the pros and cons of teaching word lists in
chapter four | summarize it here because of relevance.

| TEACHING LISTS OF WORDS |

There are educators who advocate that children should be taught lists of high frequency
word found in chumash. They claim, that by learning / memorizing lists of words that are found
frequently in the Torah then when a child comes to this word in chumash he would know it.
They compare it to two things.
One, in English there are also word lists such as the Doltch list and Fry lists.
Two, In English educators encourage teachers to teach the roots of English words.
In Chapter four | gave several reasons why many educators don’t agree with teaching abstract




lists of words.

* In English the words on these lists are already in the students oral language. They understand
these words and can use them in Language.

* We can’t compare English roots to Lashon Hakodesh. In English these roots were used as
words in Latin and Greek. The Torah roots are not words until you add affixes, nekudos and
give it a context.

» No language is learned this way.

* These lists often becomes its own subject.

* Learning these lists rely to much on memory.

* Many words on the list aren’t found in the ny¥99 you are teaching.

» Many words have letters that fall off or change to other letters. Often you need a context to
have a meaning.

What we really have here is the children are learning are words and words and more
words with no context.

My preference is, to make my own word lists. | choose words which are relevant to first
grade. | also teach my students shroshim, prefixes and suffixes and many other dikduk concepts,
but | teach it in context. When shroshim, prefixes and suffixes are taught this way then when
they come to a word like onynnavny they can peel off the affixes until you get to the word.

[AN EXAMPLE OF CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION |
I don’t use terms like shoresh or prefix suffix in first grade. Instead | call the prefix the peanut
butter and the suffix the jelly. The main letters I call the bread or the main letters of the word.
Using word parts idea 1 -
brainstorming
- A second-grade teacher wants to teach her students how to use the base word play as a way to
help them think about the meanings of new words they will encounter in reading. To begin, she has
students brainstorm all the words or phrases they can think of that are related to play. The teacher
records their suggestions: player, playful, playpen, ballplayer, and playing field. Then she has the
class discuss the meaning of each of their proposed words and how it relates to play.
Using word parts idea 2 - word wall
- A third-grade teacher identifies the base word note. He then sets up a "'word wall," and writes
the word note at the top of the wall. As his students read, the teacher has them look for words that are
related to note and add them to the wall. Throughout their reading, they gradually add to the wall the
words notebook, notation, noteworthy, and notable.
Some rebbeim make word walls. Of course, you need the space for such a project. If you only
have access to one wall as | do and you use it for your yom tov bulletin board you can’t make a
word wall. Because | can’t make a word wall | give out from time to time a list of words we
learned already and will be having in the upcoming pesukim. These words are grouped
according to the shoresh.

A word of caution, | once went to observe a rebbi who had a word wall. He put every
single word he learned on the wall. Of course he only had one mvixna and one nanan. Since |
went to observe na»n time he had about 100 words on the wall. | didn’t see the benefit the
children had from having such an overwhelming number of cards on the wall. A second class |
observed the rebbi excitingly told me about his word wall. This rebbi also didn’t have to much
wall space therefore he only had a few words he felt were important that he put on the wall.
There was only one problem. It wasn’t with the words. The problem was, to conserve space the




rebbi used the regular size index cards, and the words were written too small for the children to
see unless they stood right next to it.

We discussed word walls at the beginning of chapter 4. Please read there for other ideas in lieu
of word walls.

[PREFIX SUFFTX REVIEW SHEETS FOR CLASS (also used sometimes for homework.) |

| present here samples of my prefix and suffix work-sheets.

In » - X P19 Yinda nvaa my goal and objective is to solidify the concept of prefixes
and suffix. |1 have work-sheets for every posuk on these three perakim. On these worksheet |
write each word in very large letters. The prefixes and suffixes | make in out line so the
students can color them. The children color the prefixes green and the suffixes red. Green for
start. Red For Stop. In perekim 1-2 my main focus is on the function prefixes n,, 9, n, 5, 3,
the prefix » since we have it in almost every posuk and the suffix o. I do put on the worksheet
even the prefixes and suffixes that I’m not stressing at that time. I do this, so the children
should know the concept of prefix and suffix. At this time of the year my focus is for the
children to realize the letters at the beginning of the word is a prefix and the letters at the end
of the word is a suffix. This chumash page is the basic format for all pesukim in »-x osp99.
We do these pages in class, but | make sure to check every one. Many parents have no concept
of prefixes and suffixes, or what | want the children to color. If I will send it home with
mistakes the parents may think their son did it correctly. It takes many many weeks for some
children to understand what | want them to do. It sounds so simple, but every year | have
children that just don’t get it right away, and will color prefixes red and suffixes green. In
addition, even some top students will color the Hebrew correctly but, mix up the
corresponding English words.

This is the first worksheet in Parshas Berashis. | have a variety of different formats for
homework. This is a typical one | use in »-x op19 to review prefix, suffixes and words. All
homeworks are done in class first. Although my focus is on the prefixes in »-x ©p12 | make
the suffixes outlined too. I mention the meanings to the class, but we don’t have most suffixes
often enough to stress them.
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"t go out of my way to teach the suffix

to first grade, but it’s here, in this Y09 so | tell them it means her. | don’t hold the children

responsible to know this suffix since we have it only a few times.

T

On this work sheet we have the suffix M. | wouldn



N2 V\OR
AND HE m™apeFaLL Yo,

P

Y% U

[WHO MADE SOMETHING FALL?] . -
o>PY-n N

TWHAT FELL ?]

L™= ar s

ARRL

= . _
A DEEP SLEEP

[ON WHOM DID IT FALL?] -
on THE man OTNR Q_ '7,11
AN WIE o epr 1‘?,02/ 1J
AINIY S SLEPT A © =
AND HE oo NP )
ONE OF VHAT DID HE TA!{E?} - n hrs
EROM HIS sioe S %S} gm ”,8@
AND HE ctose qw%) $

WITH FLESH

"WJ:I
N [TS (HER) prace ﬂ @n Ny

REVIEW OF WORDS WE LEARNED IN ©? - N ©YPID9 AND WILL HAVE IN 93 - 2 ©p)D9
FOLD ON THE LINE. SHOW THE WORD. ASK, WHAT THE WORD MEANS.
ASK, WHAT DOES THE PREFIX MEAN. (e.g. What does the N mean?)

THIS PAGE IS NOT A TEST. SOMETIMES A CHILD MAY NEED A PROMPT FROM YOU TO HELP HIM REMEMBER A WORD.



AND HE SAW N| |AND HE SAID AR
THAT 1T 1s| 2 93| |THE WATER 07377
GOOD
THEM SNNR| [oN by
IN THEE SEAS @97322 THE EARTH Yﬁg@
AND [T WAS 2171 %E EACE ON 938 5y
EVENING 2°Y | |THE SPREAD OF Yo
MORNING P3| | THE HEAVEN ol
DAY FIVE/  |gss o .
FIFTH DAY | W0 BY| AN HE CREATED| RT2Y]
T SHOULD NXA| |[THE BIG Berd 1y
GIVE OUT '
o S| 120m| frha N
AND HE :
MADE Y| [TO 1T (HIS) KIND %ﬂ;’{:?

In 1719 | change the format. I’m still focusing on the prefixes and suffixes, but now |
want the children to be able to tell me the meaning of the prefix or suffix. | made for each
posuk a multiple choice worksheet. The children have to circle the word the matches the
prefix or suffix. | also changed the format of the chumash page to reflect this. On the posuk




page | still leave the prefix and suffix hollow, so if a child wants he can color it in, but the
focus of the posuk page is more on the comprehension of the posuk.

O-N “7109 ni “7“9 n’WN‘):l 3'\\’)")9 X 7RD prawdp 1y A
AND HE SAID ‘)bb@l (o)l AND HE SAID ‘!bN% (™
N D 90
D

0 N R \ra

) 0N DY R M o0
TO v V12 bN TO Yan HiS BROTHER ﬁ’[\lﬁ 73‘0 bN

7 N D ;

AND [T WAS N2

WHERE IS N B
WHEN THEY WERE © nn2)

530 YOUR BROTHER 117 %H’[\ls 73‘0 WHERE WERE THEvo
WHAT DID Y ANSWER? L

gy | THEFELD vz

AND HE SAID N ) WHAT HAPPENED WHEN THEY WERE IN
777 N NN THE FIELD?

; . 9

| DO NOT KNOW TRy Nof ooty D“?ml
T =T a 109 "M

THE GUARD OF ‘\QW@ Vo 7.
s} -2 - V)=

VIV BROTHERAM 12 177 92N @DB TO 937 HIS BROTHER ﬁ’[\k‘ 73‘0 bN
[AM | THE GUARD OF MY BROTHER?] 1530 SN P DY N
AND HE KILLED HiiM %@)‘1‘02@

CAN YOU FIND 4 WORDS WHICH ARE IN n 799 AND IN v p109.

CAN YOU READ THESE QUESTIONS?
YIDN (3 VNN (2 OPN(L 192D DN PR NYY n
PO D30 N (3 O2ONN WY (2 YN TP SN TR D DN DD

PN 930 N (39 NN WVD (2 PHRID N NI PR MR N
WHERE DID yp AND Y27 ARGUE?




After reviewing v-n 0’09 please ask your son these questions.
It may be helpful to ask your son to ¥wv»v the whole word first.

)
a
[

el B IR

=)

T

¥MION

MNN

y BBmvp AW BE E
s e k} 2 ‘n;,w,; i:Hi BE HH
[MATCH]
THEY AND HIS
IN/ WHEN TO ME
LIKE YOU THE
ME HE (WILL) HE
PLURAL |YOU (WILL) | SHE (WILL)
THE 2?77 SHE
THEY | HIM/HIS WHO
AND LIKE YOU
ME/MY | THE __ OF YOU
FROM THEM / PLURAL
THEY
) M9 969
N | 9N | M




When | begin Parshas ny | change the format of the work-sheet. Now it gets a drop harder .

The children have to write either the meaning or the prefix or suffix in the box. On the
chumash page the only thing I changed is that the children don’t have to color the prefix and
suffixes. .

-0 DPIVY I PIO ﬁg ﬁ% S

THESE ARE - ﬂ_?l’_{ ()

AND HE FATHERED- ‘I'b)/,l 0)

WHO FATHERED? THE CHILDREN OF- n‘! 713:!
) L8
WHAT DID f3 FATHER? m= )
THREE SONS- O,JJ YOV e
AT _.|-r : m- D)
oYy NN WAS A MAN- \’)";7(
N NN WHAT KIND OF MAN?

A7s- PN

WHAT KIND OF P78 ?

ngy nN)
COMPLETE (AN - my) = ©)29)

HE WAS- 1127)

IN HIS - GENERATlONS-),p"'i"!'ﬂ_r

wiTH- N
G-D- D"‘?b'l_}‘gj'
N WENT= 0)'?[?‘033‘.,_1




After reviewing » - v o9 please ANSWER these questions. Look on bottom for a choice.
Ask your son to ¥v»v the whole word first.

1) In the words N9 NN 491 what does the Y mean?

Circle the trick ¥?

2) In the word 4912 what does the ? mean ?
(The trick y changes the word to past tense.)

3) In the word , PNYTA what does the 2 mean ?

4) In the word 0?3 what does the O’_mean?

5) Inthe words Y¥)972 TV what does the ©? mean?

6) Inthe word Y1992 what does the ¥, mean?

AND HE IN PLURAL HIS

NOTE: Read the question as if you are reading English . Do not translate word for word.

70 %32 MY »H NN
YR23M J2» JR(B | [ 23 YR | | N bn oYl

Rk Rk R ok o Rk o Rk o R R o Rk o ek o R e R ok o Rk o Rk o R o R o R o e R i S Rk o Rk o Rk o Rk o R o ek ok e R R o Rk o R

In 9 P99 | again changed the format of the chumash worksheet Mainly for a change of
scenery. In N> P99 | made the work sheets a little hard. On these sheets the children have to
write the meaning of the prefix and suffixes.
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In this chapter we discussed word parts in Lashon hakodesh. Word parts in Lashon
Hakodesh include prefixes, suffixes, and shoroshim. This can be summed up in one word
DIKDUK = py127. We will now discuss how to teach this important subject.

[HOW DO YOU TEACH THE DIKDUK CONCEPTS TO FIRST GRADERS]]

Now that we have a background in WORD PARTS -affixes, base words and root
words we can discuss how TO TEACH DIKDUK -HOROSHIM to our students. In this
discussion, how TO TEACH pyTpT; the WY and Py TPT components of X W4T will fall

under the category called PyTPT.

THE THREE QUESTIONS, [HOW? WHAT? IS 1T POSSIBLE? ]

We will now discuss how to teach P¥1p4 and ¥9¥ components of NN ¥9%. There

are however three topics which must be discussed first.

One: HOW was dikduk concepts taught in yeshivos 20 years ago, 50 years ago, 100 years

ago.

Two: WHAT is the best way to teach dikduk concepts to our students?

Three: IS IT POSSIBLE that all yeshivos should teach dikduk concepts in a similar fashion?
We will answer the third question first.

The simple answer to question three is NO. All yeshivos cannot teach dikduk in a similar

fashion.

The answer to question two is, because all yeshivos cannot teach dikduk in a similar fashion,

there is no best way to teach dikduk concepts. Each yeshiva must develop its own curriculum

to teach chmash dikduk.

The first question will be answered in the next paragraph, but first we have to discuss, if there

IS no “‘best way’ to teach dikduk in yeshiva then what is the better way to teach dikduk?

| TWO WAYS TO TEACH DIKDUK. |

There are two ways to teach most subjects. The Malbum mentions this concept in his
pirush on »»wn.

The first way is to set aside time to learn the subject. Usually a textbook or workbook
will be used. When you use a well written workbook the workbook will follow a certain
syllabus. In a syllabus or curriculum everything is taught in a logical sequence. and all
aspects of the subject will be covered. In addition, the subject will be taught in a progression
from easiest to hardest. This is usually the preferred way to learn a subject.

A second way to teach a subject is hands on, in context. A workbook or textbook is
not usually used, except perhaps for reference or review. When you come across various
problems you are taught how to handle them.

In chumash too, there are two ways to learn dikduk -shoroshim.
One, The traditional method and two, the chumash - dikduk method.

In the traditional method the rebbi or teacher teaches dikduk or Lashon Hakodesh as
a subject following the syllabus of a textbook or workbook. Sometimes the rebbi would make



his own syllabus and prepare work-sheets to teach the subject of dikduk or Lashon Hakodesh,

but in any case dikduk is taught as a separate subject.

[TWQO], the chumash - dikduk method. In the chumash - dikduk method I am not
following the syllabus of a workbook as a guide | am using the chumash as our guide. The
problem is obvious. Look the first posuk of Beraishis or Lech Lecha. There are so many
concepts in each posuk. Which dikduk concept are you going to teach to your class first? Even
if you pick a dikduk concept to teach in one posuk you may not have that concept again in the
next posuk or even for many pesukim. Let us use the first posuk of Beraishis as an example.
The rebbi says, | have three prefixes in the first posuk of Beraishis, so | will teach the
meanings of the 7 function letters. but the problem is, | have the v,9 ,a in posuk X but | don’t

have the prefix 2 until 3 399 and we don’t have the prefix ¥ at all in chumash. If | want to
teach the 10 stand alone pronouns using the pesukim of M) - MYKI2 there will be a problem
we don’t have the pronoun »x until Parshas Lech Lecha and the pronoun ynX as far as | know
Is found once in the entire Torah in Parshas Vayishlach.

[THE SOLUTION]]

Yes, you can follow a syllabus even when you doing the chumash - dikduk method.
Rabbi Yehuda Winder, the author of the naimn yiv> series developed a six step program to
teach Chumash Dikduk in first grade. In short, Rabbi Winder took selected words from the
chumash he was going to learn with his class. He paired them with the prefixes and suffixes
and after a few weeks of practice the children had a solid foundation of dikduk and shoroshim
skills. Only then did he begin chumash. Once Rabbi Winder developed a dikduk program
program even a rebbi who wanted to start the year teaching chumash had some guideline he
could follow. We will discuss Rabbi Winder’s six step program in the next paragraph, but first
we need to explain why its better to learn dikduk in context rather than as a separate subject in
a workbook.

| Why learning [ chumash dikduk in context] is better then using a workbook, |

| and the answer to the first question, how was dikduk taught in yeshivos in the past? |

Why learning chumash dikduk in context is better then using a workbook? To
answer this question let us first understand how dikduk was taught in the past and in many
yeshivos even until today. This will not only answer the first question we asked above, How
was chumash dikduk taught in the past? The history of chumash dikduk (in my opinion) is a
fairly new concept. Until the 1990’s chumash dikduk was almost non existent. If “dikduk”
was taught in a class, with a workbook it was usually its own subject and it wasn’t integrated
into the chumash curriculum. In some yeshivos perhaps one or two rebbeim did teach chumah
dikduk, and even if there were others in the school who taught dikduk there was no
coordination between the rebbeim. Each rebbi taught what he felt was important to know.
Usually that meant learning about shoroshim, verbs and the 7 binyonim. As an adult, | too
went to many dikduk classes. | learned dikduk as part of my teacher training. My rebbeim
were master teachers. | learned dikduk by Rav Belsky, Rav Lenchitz, Rav Brieger and others.
They gave over the material very well and I learned much from each of them. However it was



in Rabbi Yehudah Winder’s class on dikduk for Chumash that | realized there was a

second component of dikduk which | was never aware of. | call this second component
CHUMASH DIKDUK. My rebbeim also taught me chumash dikduk, but it was taught as
part of the broad topic called dikduk. Chumash dikduk focuses on the affixes which have
meaning, 2 means in. N means the 5 means to. » means from » means he (will). » means she
(will). This part of dikduk is taught in a workbook or a shiur, but isn’t usually emphasized or
focused on.

We discussed how dikduk used to be taught now let us understand how chumash
used to be taught. When | was a child my rebbi came into the class. We opened our
chumashim and the parroting began. The rebbi said the chumash word or words with a taitsh
and the children repeated after him. There was no dikduk skills or shoroshim emphasized.
Even comprehension was an afterthought. Often, the child’s repetition of the singsong the
rebbi used to teach the posuk is the focus, and how well the child repeats the sing-song is the
basis for a chumash mark on the report card. In such a system there is real no difference if you
learn Berashis, Lech Lecha or Parshas Hashavua in first grade. In today’s Torah classroom,
however there is an emphasis on word structure. We want our children to be able to break up
the words of a posuk on their own. The problem is that in each posuk there are numerous
dikduk lessons you can teach. If there is no introduction to the dikduk concepts before you
begin chumash the process can be overwhelming. Rabbi Winder’s method for teaching basic
dikduk concepts helps alleviate this obstacle.

| RABBI WINDER’S CHUMASH METHOD FOR TEACHING DIKDUK |

In order to facilitate the teaching of the T part of NN 9T the pa‘rp‘l' methods of

Rabbi Yehuda Winder is applied. Rabbi Winder developed a six part program to
introduce the children to prefixes and suffixes. Rabbi Winder's method of teaching ¥y
evolved into what is now the naimn yiwY 190 series. | would first like to give a little
background on Rabbi Winder’s method.

| THE BACKGROUND OF CHUMASH DIKDUK BY RABBI YEHUDA WINDER |

On December 18, 1986, (About 15 years before the first n1inn 11w workbook was published.)
during a Chumash methods class given by Rabbi Hillel Mandel, in the Mercaz Teacher
Training Program, Rabbi Yehuda Winder introduced the chinuch world to the concept of
teaching first graders dikduk. | had the good fortune to be at the very first class Rabbi
Yehuda Winder gave on teaching what I call chumash dikduk. In the class were experienced
rebbeim and menhalim, We all sat open-mouthed as Rabbi Winder showed us how he taught
prefixes and suffixes and basic dikduk concepts, such as plural and singular to his first grade
class. "This is what we need to know in order to teach vmn" we all said. What was
supposed to be one time class as part of Rabbi Hillel Mandel’s chumash methodology class
became a second and third class. These classes eventually became the Lashon Hatorah
workbooks.



| HOW WAS RABBI WINDER'S METHOD DIFFERENT |

It must be mentioned that in 1986 it was virtually unheard of to teach any 1P in
yeshivos. ¥mn was usually taught by rote and children only had to know the meanings
of the words. Rabbi Winder's approach to teaching 77 was novel and different.
Rabbi Winder focused solely on the meaning of the prefixes and suffixes and didn’t get
into_any technical information. Rabbi Winder was able to demonstrate that if you
isolate and focus on the meanings of the prefixes and suffixes the children will see the

word or shoresh, and you don’t really have to boor the children with all the technical
words such as binyonim, gizra, paal and pual, simichus etc.

| IN SUMMARY THE DIFFERENCE |

The difference between Rabbi Winder’s approach to dikduk and other dikduk
programs is, that Rabbi Winder stressed learning the meaning of the prefixes, suffixes and
basic vocabulary as a precursor to learning chumash. Other dikduk workbooks teach
dikduk or Lashon Hakodesh as a subject. Their goal is to know Dikduk or to know Lashon
Hakodesh (or Hebrew ) as a language. Much of what is taught in many dikduk or a
Lashon Hakodesh workbooks isn’t necessary for a child to learn a posuk of chumash
in first or even second grade.

IS RABBI WINDERS WORKBOOKS ENOUGH ? [and THE MANY WAYS OF]
TEACHING CHUMASH.. |

Is Rabbi Winder’s workbooks the solution to the question of how to teach children
chumash dikduk? The answer to this question is NO. Why NO? Let us revisit the third
question we asked above. Is it possible that all yeshivos should teach dikduk concept in a

similar fashion? The answer we gave before is NO. We must understand why not.

There are basically three and perhaps four, five and six ways chumash is taught to the
children in our yeshivos.

1) Parshas Hashavua,
2) Begin from Bereaishis.
3) Begin from Parshas Lech lecha.

4) Even in these three approaches there is no set standard. Many Parsha Hashavua yeshivos
will learn Parshas Beraishis from the beginning of the school year until after Sukkos. Other
yeshivos learn Parsha Hashuva every week from the beginning of the school year. So we even
have a fourth, fifth and sixth way to teach chumash.

Another problem with making a chumash dikduk curriculum for yeshivos who learn
parasha shuva is that there is no standard of how many pesukim are taught each week. Each
rebbi is on his own. In addition if Simchas Torah is on Friday many parsha hashavua yeshivos
won’t learn Parshas Beraishis that year. The yeshivos that learn from Berashis also have no



standard format. Some yeshivos begin with Beraishis and learn every posuk until Vos
Habiracha (usually by 6th grade this stops and the children only learn until in the middle of
Vayikra). Others begin from Beraishis but somewhere along the way they skip to Noach (No
one ever was able to explain the logic behind this.) Then we have the yeshivos who begin
from Parshas Lech Lecha. Some of these yeshivos learn Berashis after Lech Lecha. Other
yeshivos continue onto Vayara after Lech Lecha and Parshas Beraishis - Noach is treated like
a persona non grata. All these various curriculums force each yeshiva to develop there own
chumash /dikduk curriculum.

Because Rabbi Winder has been the only one to develop workbooks for learning
chumash dikduk his books are used in many yeshivos. This is very good, however Rabbi
Winder’s workbooks were really developed to be the appetizer of an entire curriculum. Rabbi
Winder brought an awareness and a solution to the problem of how to teach children of first -
third grade chumash dikduk. However the yeshivos who are only using the workbooks
without knowing how the workbooks were developed are only eating the appetizer or worse
as we said above, when a class uses only the workbook the chumash and workbook often have
no connection.

[ 1T you use Rabbi Winder’s workbook are you following his method for learning |
[ chumash dikduk? |

Many yeshivos say they use Rabbi Winder’s approach for teaching dikduk. However
many only use one part of his program - the workbook. If not done properly using
workbooks will have little bearing on learning chumash or chumash dikduk. This is especially
true if you are using Rabbi Winder’s workbook in first grade. When a child receives his
chumash in prela the only instruction he has for using the chumash is his kriah skills - and
hopefully he can decode and read the words. When he enters first grade he is now sitting in
the drivers seat, but the child has no idea how to break up words, or how to translate words.
He often doesn’t know where to find the word mvixa, or 75 7> in the chumash. At this stage
of vwmn nonnn if you take out a “dikduk” workbook you may be teaching “dikduk”, but it
won’t have any connection with the chumash. In fact, the workbook will be one subject and
the chumash will be another subject with almost no connection. Rabbi Winder advocated
using the siddur and other sources to introduce dikduk concepts. The workbook was an
outgrowth of the 6 step program to learn the meanings of the prefixes and suffixes. Using the
workbook without following Rabbi Winder’s program has merit, but it was not the intent or
the objective. Of course, if a rebbi develops a program similar to Rabbi Winder’s and uses the
Lashon Hatorah workbooks as a review of the prefixes and suffixes this would be satisfactory.

[THE_SIX STEP PROGRAM |

The foundation of Rabbi Winder’s Chumash program was the preparation stage. Rabbi
Winder developed a 6 step program to introduce first graders to dikduk concepts in a




systematic, orderly fashion. The 6 step program prepares the student for the challenge of

learning chumash dikduk. Rabbi Winder began his program on the first day of yeshiva and
continued until shortly before Chanuka. During this time, Rabbi Winder would use flash cards
to teach prefixes, suffixes and basic vocabulary words. The words were taken from the
Parshas Lech Lecha, siddur, parshas hashavua and even mitzva notes. Rabbi Winder also
taught his class the meanings of the Birchas Hashachar.

Why did Rabbi Winder need all this preparation before beginning Parshas Lech Lecha?
The objective was, that when the children had a solid foundation and an understanding
chumash dikduk they would be able start Parshas Lech Lecha,the parsha RabbiWinder
taught, with ease.

' RABBI WINDER'S SIX STEP PROGRAM

Rabbi Winder developed a six step program to prepare his students to learn
Chumash. This program begins with a foundation. The foundation is vocabulary.
The children are first taught many vocabulary words. Now we come to our first big
problem. Most of our children do not know Lashon Hakodesh, Where are we going
to get the vocabulary to teach chumash dikduk.

1| VOCABULARY

Before beginning vmn introduce words which the boys will have in vimn. Both verbs
and nouns should be introduced. This helps to build a basic vocabulary. prefixes and
suffixes are also introduced this way.

[Five] sources from which to get words: |

1) Rabbi Winder taught 1> 7> nvns and would choose words he would have in 15 nva9
1> to prepare his class for chumash.

Most of the words in Rabbi Winderr’s workbooks are from Parshs Lech Lecha. | teach
TPYNI2 NYI9 SO | chose words | have in mwinya nya9

2) The sidder - n>amn 9xa This is where you can find many words that match the words
you will have in Chumash.

(In the brochos you have two brochos whose words are found at the beginning
of Berashis. N2 a3y oy ya and omn Sy YIND yp.) In 02y 1N there are 72
words. Over 40 of them are in n - MYNIA NHPYI9.) In 98 9N there are 23 words
which we have in m¥ix9a n¥le.

3) NPT OMY / yavn nvaa - The first words | introduce each year is mvin ¥x4y and ov. (
We can introduce the prefix n in mw.) As the year goes on | point out words we have in
vmn and are in the nvn9s | especially point out words at the beginning of each nvn9
yavin. From mvixia nene and on | try to teach the first ;s of each nvna. After nos the
children know enough wmn words that we can learn the first 2 - 3 @9 of each nv19
wavn.




4) Stories; also connected to the y»aavin nvna. | try to tie the msn notes the children bring

into the v n discussion.

5) Everyday words; e.g. oy, n»9, 2iv. Many of these words are in the daily ni»an as
well.

Below is a list of words, taken from the first few Pesukim of Parshas Lech Lecha, which
can be used as vocabulary words. Some of these words are found in the daily davening.
The words are divided into three columns -

1) nouns, 2) connecting words (prepositions) and adjectives 3) verbs.

NOUNS CONNECTING WORDS, VERBS
ADJECTIVES, AND OTHER WORDS

AN A, I8IND| (02,92 ,9VT) N TP ON| (D) vy Te 19 190
DNOYN 70OY Y NN |IAN [ PON (age) 12 92| PIREN NP 92T NN

VAN )3 IHYN NPT Y, IYN NN AN INNYD
J¥I2 NYIN UMD DY)
Ty oipn

The remaining five steps in Rabbi Winders chumash program, for preparing the
children for learning wmn, introduce the children to the prefixes and suffixes. This is
done in a very orderly progression.

* First the children are taught the 7 prefixes known as the n»¥mwen nivniN. These 7 letters
are usually attached to nouns.

* Once the children understand the concept that prefixes can be attached to words we
move on to the suffixes.

* The first group of suffixes the children learn can also be attached to nouns.

 Rabbi Winder grouped these suffixes into 5 families. In all, there are about 20 suffixes
in these 5 families.

* The next group of affixes are the future prefixes followed by the past suffixes.

* The prefixes are attached to verbs to make them future tense.

* The suffixes are attached to verbs to make them past tense.

* The sixth step Rabbi Winder taught his class was the 39507 5. With this introduction the
children were ready to learn chumash.

» Additionally, Rabbi Winder was able to take the vocabulary words he taught and put
them together to make sentences in Lashon Hakodesh.

7 | seven simple prefixes-the NPYIDYI NPIN

These are the seven simple prefixes
the - M| |and - Y| [to / for - 9| [from - 1| |like-5| | that - W|| in-2

Once the children have a basic vocabulary (some nouns and verbs) you can teach
these seven prefixes. THESE LETTERS SHOULD BE TAUGHT AS IF THEY ARE
WORDS WHICH HAVE MEANING. [This sentence is probably the most important part of




Rabbi Winders program.] Show the children that you can add these letters to a word. When |

teach the first n>7a and we learn the word oy | show the boys | can put this 9 on other
words as well. 721D , 72y etc. the next step is two prefixes 790D 72yM

In the 5932 of 2 9na 9¥N we have 6 of these 7 prefixes. Use this n59a to review
the prefixes. The ¥ can be substituted with the word 9¥x.

[ 3] Suffixes

First teach the suffixes which show ownership or which receives the action. Put
these suffixes into groups so the children should remember them better.

By looking at this chart you see four groups or families
1) The first family is not on the above chart. This is the plural family ©. and ni
2) The second family; The 1"y family - me or my»>,> > %
3) The third family; The y - »n family - their or them Y0 On,, )., O,
4) The fourth family; The 7 family - you or your 2,02, 7, 7
5) The fifth family; The y - n family - she or her M, », N/ him or his »,,, 3

The next three groups can be taught together
4) | future prefixes

) nox-| WE Gf.N »N-

)---| opN-| YoUu (f ... ¢~ nAN- "
Y.y yN-| You @ fts _q NN- P
.9 on-| THEYEQ. > NY- -
a). ..~ yn-| THEY @ ;s NYD)- P

[ 5] Past suffixes




N--- NHIN- WE (6
on--- OJ__';\IS' YOU (7
- | -] YU C

Y. .. on-| THEY(©

nothing added

-

T

11’-'- THEY (10

[6] Trick Y -7790n

As the children learn the prefixes and suffixes you can introduce the trick »

Once the children become familiar with the prefixes and suffixes you can group them

and teach them in a song so they will be remembered. In my class | put the prefixes / suffixes
over my white board as we learn them in sidder / chumash. Each day as we say the brocha of
12 9na vix we review the prefixes 1,9 1,5 ¥ ;2 We use the word 9na to review present

prefixes and past suffixes. The word 1193, can be used to review possessive suffixes,

[ My principal won’t let me start Chumash at Chanuka. |

Rabbi Winder’s preparation for chumash program takes a few week’s to complete. This
means you will start chumash a little before Chanuka. Many yeshivos however, will not allow
a first grade class to begin chumash at Chanuka time, If this is your situation, you can still do
the six step program with adjustments. This adjusted chumash program can work for any type
of chumash curriclum.

| STEP ONE | In the first perek you teach the main focus should always be on the npniN
np¥mva.which is also known as the seven simple prefixes These are the prefixes ,9,¥ 2
y,2 0. Although the prefix ¥ is not found in chumash | mention it to the class when we have
the word 9¥N. There is no problem pointing out suffixes or other dikduk concepts, however

the focus at the beginning of the year should be on the these seven prefixes. You may want
your class to know certain prefixes or suffixes that are found very often in the chumash you

are teaching. For example in Parshas Lech Lecha you have the prefix N six times in the first

3 pesukaim The subject prefix » is found in almost every posuk no matter which parsha you
teach.

| STEP TWO | The second step depends on the parsha you are teaching. For example in
Parshas Beraishis until the end of perek 2 there are very few suffixes. Therefore my focus
until Perek 3 is on the prefixes especially the 7 n»¥imrY NPNIN




| IN PARSHAS BERAISHIS OR LECH LECHA WHICH PARTS OF DIKDUK ARE |

[STRESSED | FIRST? |

There are many dikduk concepts that can be taught in chumash. Some chumash words
have many concepts. for example, the word wyn has the following concepts

The 7901 1 The prefix s, The f of the shoresh falls off the word.

Not every rebbi is comfortable teaching every concept. In addition, every school and principal
has their philosophy what should be taught and when it should be taught. I am writing here
what works for me, in my class. Feel free to copy and, use it if it works for you.

IMPORTANT NOTE: When we began our discussion about Dikduk we wrote,
11 is not only reading words correctly and properly. 71 can also be translated as
grammar. In this sense 7 will include: How to find and recognize the v~ or root of a
word, recognizing the seven types of verbs, understanding the different types of words in
chumash, such as verbs, nouns, direct object marker, prepositions and simichus, and in_ my
opinion, most importantly, to know the meanings and functions of the affixes

added to a v9v.

| purposely wrote in the by-line what dikduk concepts are stressed first and not taught
first. The reason is, since I am not following the progression of a workbook, but I am deciding
what dikduk concepts | want the children to know in each posuk, a rebbe has to be careful...

* not to teach too many concepts at one time.

» what I do teach shouldn’t be overwhelming.

* The concept should be relevant and not abstract.

* Don’t hold the children responsible to know a concept you have only once or twice.

A rebbi therefore needs to be both creative and somewhat knowledgeable of the concept
he wants to teach in order to give a structure to his dikduk lesson. Too often a subject or
concept is not taught well because the rebbi himself isn’t confident that he can teach it.

Although your’re focus at the beginning of the year should be on the prefixes there is
nothing wrong with introducing a other dikuk concepts if you feel it’s appropriate,. These are
two basic guidelines | follow;

1) It is a concept that is important for learning chumash, or it gives a structure to what the
rebbe wants the children to know. This is why | personally have no problem teaching no9nn 3

in posuk » since we have this concept in almost every posuk we learn.

2) Itis a concept we will have often in chumash. This is why I feel its important to introduce
the children as soon as possible to Rashi, Unklus, and at least some of the trop.



In first grade I’m not going to confuse the children with binyonim or gizrois. The most | tell
them is that certain letters give me direction or instruction for the word.

In my first grade class, by years end, the children learn all the prefixes which have a
meaning and a few instruction affixes, such as the plural suffixes ©» and m, the simichus
suffixes and the Hai Hashaila. In every posuk or brocha there are many dikduk concepts, The
rebbi will need to decide which dikduk concept to focus on. This depends on the two
guidlines we wrote above.

It is also important to keep in mind that these concepts are new to the children. Many
concepts are found sporadically. | takes time, effort and patience to understand them. Every
year when | assess the children for the first marking period, Which is almost three months into
the school year, | have children that can answer all the prefixes | ask them,but there are a few
boys who have no idea what I’m talking about. When | ask them the meaning of a they say

”\a\" (The sound of the 2) By the end of the year even the weakest student knows at least the

basic prefixes. It is important to keep in mind that all the dikduk concepts are new for our
students.

[TEACHING CHUMASH |

Before | describe which dikduk concepts I teach in first grade, | will discuss some

techniques and methods | employ to teach chumash in general and dikduk concepts in
particular. Some of these ideas | have mentioned in previous discussions, | bring it here
for relevance.

[ON THE FIRST DAY |

The FIRST DAY plan, can be implemented with any chumash curriculum. |
introduce my students to the concept of word roots on the first day of yeshiva. The shoresh is
the foundation of a word, it is the starting point. When we have a 6, 7, 8 letter word in the
Torah we want our children to be able to peel away the extra letters to find the shorosh -
the root of the word.

The first thing | tell the students is that every word in the Torah begins with three
letters This called a shoresh. In my class I call the shoresh the bread or the three main
letters of the word. On the first day of yeshiva | always have my nyvin vixA bulletin board up.
As we begin davening | ask the class to find the three main letters of the of the word nywnA.
This works no matter how you teach chumash, because we have nnon mvixa in davening. and
YN YA In 091y JiTX | make a whole production trying to find the word (nyvin) ¥x9 among all
the other mwn vixn related words on the bulletin board. Although I am showing the children
that nnon mYN9 matches mvin WXy | also want the children to see the word mvixoa in

chumash. I’m not going to take out the chumashim yet as I’'m still davening. My solution to
this problemis .....

* | put each word of the posuk on the board on a regular size paper.

« The word font size is .200. | also put the English translation under the word in .72 font.



ee¢ | put the words of the posuk on the board with either fun tack, magnetic tape, or staples if |
put it on a bulletin board. (Each has its advantages. | find putting the papers on the board with
magnetic tape is easier to take on and off.)

eeee | don’t have a set time when | put the chumash words on the board. It really depends on
the posuk. | may put up the words before, after, and during davening. If | don’t have chumash
words to connect with davening then | usually put up the papers during chumash learning
time.

* | do this system the entire year. When | get up to Parshas Noach | often put phrases instead
of single words on the papers.

* To help the children see the prefixes, suffixes, and the shoroshim | make the prefixes green,
the suffixes red and the shroshim black or blue. Green starts the word and red ends the word. |
once saw a worksheet that had many colors. I thought it was confusing. For first graders | like
to keep it as simple as possible.

| WHAT CONCEPTS CAN BE STRESSED IN CHUMASH DIKDUK |

When to introduce different concepts to your class. Personally, | like to teach the
concept | want the class to know as we come across it in chumash. In Parshas Beraishis | have
no problem teaching the 799nn y in ) P9 X P19 of YNNA. In Parshas Beraishis for

example, almost every new subject pronoun we learn, the first time, appears without the
T19>nN. This makes easy to teach them. In X P79 alone you have NXYTH N NP2 )i pi?
NYy) X¥H Therefore | can easily show the future tense prefixes without the a0y In
addition, since almost every posuk has a 739nn | can introduce this concept right away. |
know other first grade rebbeim who feel that 939500 v is to hard for first graders and don’t
teach it at all. My colleague in the parallel first grade feels that he would rather wait until 19
a2 to introduce this concept. Even though | mention the meaning of all the prefix suffixes |
don’t expect the children to know the meanings of the ones we learned once or twice. If you
teach Parshas Lech lecha it is harder to teach 739100 y since you don’t have real time examples
of the subject pronoun without the 390N .

Every year as | complete Perek x we are usually up to first term report cards and PTA
conferences.. On my report card we have a column to mark chumash, prefixes and suffixes.
At this time of the year | only expect the children to know the prefixes ,n)50,32. The v we
never have in chumash although | do match it to the word -vix and the » which at this time
we had only once. | also want them to know the future prefix » - he (will) as we have this
prefix very frequently. The only suffix I ask at this time is the plurals ni and o. Once again
these concepts are new and not all children understand them at the same pace.

| A GENERAL OUTLINE OF WHAT [WORD PARTS] I TEACH IN MY CLASS. |

[PPUNII DUI9] | NP9
« Before beginning the first posuk in TPYNI2 | tell the boys every word in the Torah begins




with three letters. | always have my NIWn WX bulletin board up at the start of the year, so |

show them that the word 1P¥XI2 and YN match. On the first Sunday of the year I write on

the board N2aY1 JIYNRI DY OPN and show NPYNIA ,TPYNI ,JIYNT YN are matches.

We must give an important reminder at this point. There is a saying, Rome wasn’t built in a day.
These concepts are new for the children. It takes some children a few weeks and for some
concepts the entire year to understand them.

NIND TR O0YD MR DPD-X )2 VYN | N
* This is the first posuk the children are learning. Each dikduk concept we teach must be done

meticulously. A concept you want the children to know must be taught well you cannot gloss
over it.

« In this posuk I teach the prefixes 2 ,3,M .which are found in these words ,D22¥7) ,7PYNIA
WD TN
* | also point out the__ under the word X92 | tell the boys a __under a word means he.

(X92- he created ). In perek 1 1 do point out the suffixes, and | even put them on the
worksheets, but | don’t expect the class to know them yet since we don’t have them so often.

* | tell the class every word begins with three letters. Sometimes a letter falls off like in the
word X We can also add letters to the v~ or the main letters to make longer words. Our
job is to be a detective and find the three main letters. | also explain, that the extra letters either
have their own meaning or give me direction about the word.

« Every morning, until we come to (»¥ o¥) ) 09, when we come to 192N IPYNI | review
this posuk and the concepts.

DR N97OY NNV DD M) DINN 3975y YN NN N N[ 3
* This is fairly long posuk for beginners to learn so I break it into 3 part. Part 1 is until N
32 | show the class the stop sign (the YOP qP3) on top of the 02 Part 2 is until word O¥NN

which has an NPMNN The third part is until the end of the posuk. | don’t point out the stop

signs in every posuk, only when it helps me teach the posuk.

* In this posuk I am introducing a number of dikduk concepts, but my main main focus is on the
prefixes of the posuk, everything else | tell the children is, because | want the children to hear
this concept. | must reiterate, these concept are new and abstract. It can take weeks and even
months for some boys to grasp what you are talking about.

One example, in this posuk we have the word N5?79. | tell the class The N_means she. | tell the
children that in Lashon Hakodesh all things are he and she just like people, But in English we
use the word it for a thing. On my worksheet for this posuk I also have the f_in outline and the
children color it, but the children are in no way responsible to know it yet. We aren’t going to
have this suffix again until the end of perek 2 ,but I do want them to store it in their brain for
future use.

» However, | do want the the children to know the concept of boy and girl words. I introduce
this concept because we will be having it very often, but it takes time for some children to
grasp this concept




A second example, | tell them is the m is really a 9 but it turned into a 1 (actually I tell them the
put on a costume.) | do want the children to be aware that the second n of the shorish can turn
into a 1 because we have this concept often in chumash. | make a paper with the letters mn (the
font is .500 ) and the word nyn (.200 ) and | show the class the match. In o5y yimx | show them
the match again. These concepts, that letters fall off or change, comes up quite often in
chumash, so | have no problem mentioning it so early in the year. Here too it must be
mentioned that it takes a long time for many children to comprehend these new concepts.

« We have the prefixes 1 4 times and the prefix 1 once in this posuk., T¥NY HN32) ,\{‘m‘.:n

0P ,M7)

« | point out the suffix M _in the word 917 | tell them this suffix means she but in english we
say it for a thing.

* The three main letters in this word are N>N but we can’t have a word ending with two 1 so the
first 1 puts on a costume and becomes a 1. | show the class the word 71 in D2 3TN

* | mention that 3 and 1 of NAONIND have no meaning. They give instruction about the word.

Usually I just say the word and the taitsh and move on.
« In this posuk we have the word Sy twice. As we did in posuk 1 with the word 1PYN until we

come to (»¥ 1) 1 PILs when we come to TPNON TN DY in davening | review this posuk and
the concepts.

AINONIN TNON? DF2-N M| )
* In this posuk we have the prefix » two times. Once with the ) and once without. Since in

almost every posuk we will have a ) and it will usually be followed by the ?. | have no problem
telling them that a > means he, and it also tells me he will do something (future). Then | tell

them about the T390 I That it changes the word from it’s going to happen to it happened

already. In addition the shoresh 79 is used in this posuk for the future %) and past 77)7)
which makes it easier to explain.
« In the words 792 and 21321 the ) of the shoresh fell off. In ooy JYIN 1 show the class that

21 is a match.
YN YA TN P DN 97221 23072 TND TN DTN NP [ T
In this posuk we can review some of the concepts we learned in the first three pesukim.
e The prefixes N and ).

« The future ? and the JIDN$ I (The trick I)
« Every word begins with 3 letters but the ¥ falls off the word N9

NN O P20 290NN NZY KR TYNDI DF N | D0 - MN[0
« In this posuk we are introduced to the 2 -to However although the 2 and the 2 are really a 2
and 1N together. | don’t tell this to the class, since at this time it will only confuse them. Except




for these few pesukim we almost never have it again.
We review these concepts.

* The prefix ).

« The future » and the I I (The trick ))

* The

TT

« Every word begins with 3 letters but the ) falls off the word 29
| JUST SAYING |

In these five pesukim there is a total of 1 suffix ¥zwn. (There is also the >_in the word %9
wich means the of (TD>1V) but | don’t point it out at this time. The next suffix we
will learn is the ©?in © PYDI. After that we have a few in 2> - X> D109 but they are all

from the same group ¥ - his and Y - him or his. The lack of suffixes in these pesukim
makes it very easy to focus on the prefixes, the word and the shoresh,

| Let’s review some the concepts we learned in the first 5 pesukim of Beraishis |

» Every word begins with three letters.;o¥n9a. This is the most important piece of
information.

» Extra letters are added to the three letters. Sometimes they have a meaning like a - in.
Sometimes the extra letters tell me information about the word. noanm ,mvinaa

» Sometimes one of the three main letters falls off and we only have two letters. N9 by nx
M

« If the last of the three main letters is a n it changes to » when you add an extra letter. ngn

* boy and girl words. In English we have the word it. In Loshon Hakodesh all things are
described as either a boy or girl.

* The 1999 . This is something we have in virtually every posuk. In Perek 1 | only tell the
boys about the y that changes a word from future to past. The other y we have once in perek 1.

Its not until the end of perek 2 that we have a few of them. When | come to it in perek 1 | just
say the meaning of the word and move on.

As we learn more pesukim | introduce other concepts such as ©2 - male plural in posuk 9 and
n - female plural in posuk 14

| EXAMPLES OF CONCEPTS | DON'T POINT OUT IN FIRST GRADE |

I think its important to point out which concepts | don’t point out in x 719 and why.

The prefix » and suffix n of manm | call thes letters instruction letter. These letters don’t have
a meaning but telll me something about the word. These are important concepts, but they



aren’t important for first graders to know. These types letters are found sporadically or

infrequently in chumash. In first grade | want to focus on the letters which have meaning. In
second grade, once they know the meanings of most of the prefix and suffixes a rebbi can
move on to explain the function of the instruction letters

The suffixes ».. of %9 - m>No
The 720Ny that turns past tense to future tense. We have it only once 3%7)) in posuk 14.

The 5 of ~iny is really a combination of 5 and a n. We only have this a few times at the

beginning of Berashis. At this time of the year dikduk concepts are too new for first graders
to confuse them with this concept.

I like to introduce each prefix and suffix as we learn it in chumash. Most of the time | have no
problem There are some that | skip the first time | have it. The reason is simple in all these
cases that prefix or suffix can be taught latter or in a better context. for example | skip the »_ of
»9 until we have the 1_at the end of x p19. There we have nyT and mn which we can

compare to the davening word msn The suffix » in »m | do teach the children that it means
they but I don’t tell them about the y which changes the word from past to future. since we
only have it once in perek 1. The n_which means to the first time we have is in a posuk where
there is n_ which is part of the word.

[ TEACHING DIKDUK CONCEPTS IN PARSHASLECH LECHA]

[ The preparation for teaching Lech Lecha is the same as teaching Beraishis. |
(72 7o nwHal | 22999
AN N NINDON PAN D) TRTOWMM YWD T2~T7 OIININ N MNNI[ N

Before beginning the posuk | will tell the class every word starts with three letters, but
sometime we can add extra letters and sometimes a letter can fall off. When we come to a word

with less then 3 letters as in 7P, O, | tell the class sometimes a letter goes away. The word
TNN is missing the N of the shoresh. It is very common to have a 1 fall off a word so | tell the
class the three main letters of TNIN is NN, but the M fell off. In the word FNTIIN I tell
the class the meaning of the prefixes 13 ) and the suffix T I tell them the three main letters are

T but the > turned into a ). Finally | explain the second Y and 7 are extra letters. | wouldn’t

elaborate further at this point.
* These are the prefixes and suffixes to focus on;

In this posuk there are 4 ovin»ein npnix. The 9,0 ,5 ,). They are found in these words
NI TR0 INTII T W TP N

* There are 2 future prefixes NN ‘1);&-21 (at this point I will only say the > means he.)

The prefix N is in this posuk, a second time in posuk 2 and in again in posuk ). You can explain

to the class the prefix N means | will. You will need to explain that when we say will or should
we are saying that something is going to happen. Hashem is tellling Avrom “I will show you”.




You don’t even have to use the words future or past unless you want to.

* There are 5 words with the same suffix. The suffix 3] means you or your. This suffix is found
in these words JNIN AN JNTIIM TY W0 T7

* TI9>DN I is an important concept, but | wouldn’t teach it in the first posuk. | would tell the
class the Y means and and the » means he.

71273 TN THY NP TIND J203M) D11 0P TuyNi [ 3
We already pointed out in posuk X that the three main letters of XX are NX7 and the N falls
off. We do the same for the word WYN). Tell the class the three main letters are WY and the
) went away.

70 - This word means And_you should be. Where is the prefix 1 that means_you should?
This word is a command. In a command the prefix 1 falls off. At this time of the year, | would
not tell the class this information. | would only tell the class the prefix  means and and the

word 7’7 means - You will be. If a child asks which letter means you should? I would tell him
sometimes you have to put extra English (Yiddish) words so so it should make sense.
« In this posuk there are 2 owy»wn npnin we learned in posuk x The Yand D . There are 5
words with these prefixes ,727),NPTaNY , 72728) 17, TUyN)
« The future prefix N is found 3 times in this posuk NYTINI 722N TYYN)
» The suffix 4 is found 3 times. PV T2 Ty

PTG MNYN 92 T2 19729) W 72720 T2 123N [

There are words in this posuk with extra letters These letters don’t have a meaning, but
usually give instruction about the word. | don’t usually elaborate about these extra letters. These

are the extra letters 3720 , 7299 , 12020 77272x) If a boy would ask me what these
letters mean | would tell him these letters don’t have a meaning like the prefix ). These extra
letters tell me something about the word, or they give me instruction about the word.

« In this posuk there are 2 of the ov»wn npmin we learned in 2-x opws. 9 ,) We have one
new vm»vn nix the letter 2

These are the words with these prefixes. DTN 73 19729) 29PN NI71AN)
« The future prefix N is found 3 times in this posuk NPTIN) NN N272N) That is 7 times we

have the prefix N in these three pesukim.

« The suffix T is found 3 times in this posuk "[:1 o229 P20 That is 11 times in these
three pesukim.
« There are two new suffixes in this posuk The suffix 3 of 3721 and the plural suffix 3 in the

word NSV . I would tell the class that the I means they. | would contrast this 3 with prefix



that means and. In parshas Berashis | have this phenomenon in perek 1 posuk 14. | make a
whole production out of this. | "mix up” the meanings of the 3. | say they when it should be
and.

NIV YWY ONY YHNMZ DI LI NN T2 N PPN 13T WND 0NN TN [T
ARAARNAEES

* This posuk has a few words with extra letters, some of the Taitsh is difficult which can make
teaching this posuk difficult to teach. YIN¥2 Y2 93T IYND | wouldn’t focus on these

words. Just say the meaning of the word and move on. You do however want to point out the
prefixes and suffixes.

« In this posuk there a 3 of the ovn»vin nimnin we learned in >-x opwa. 13,3 ). There is

one new vinmwin nix the prefix . The prefix 2 has a new meaning in this posuk.
There are the words with these prefixes.:2019 INNY DYIY) DIIN) 1921 IWND 19)
« We have the word T2 twice. The Y means and, and the > means he. At this point | wouldn’t

tell the class the TY9MNN Yrule.
*\We have DI2N twice. Once with a prefix ). once without a prefix.

« There is a new suffix - the letter ). One time it means him - YMX The second time it means
his -)NNY2. The suffix ” in YIN also means him.

PN LITINY YR YN DN NP [N

W7 YN DYDY
1IN Wy N UID TN

930 YN N2 32 NYIN'NDIP I

* This posuk is a very long posuk. The first thing | would do is put the words on an 8 X 11
paper. Using the trop to show where to pause and stop put them on your board as above. This
will make the posuk much easier to teach. | don’t point out the stop signs in every posuk,
Only when it helps me teach the posuk.

e There are 8 NPYINIYN NN prefixes in this posuk
WPINHZ WLING ¥AD M) TN) TN) N

* There are 3 future subject pronouns prefixes X212 ,3&321 NP?YNOTE The 3 that goes

together with the ? is treated as a prefix. In my class | give a worksheet where the children



color the prefixes green and the suffixes red. When the suffix is connected to the prefix as in
this case the 3 is connected to the ? Both letters are colored green.

» There are 2 past subject pronouns suffixes Yy W

* Here would be a good opportunity to introduce the concept of “JI9¥9 3. In this posuk we
have the Wordsﬁ'\j))j 3\’):}‘1 The suffix I - they is past tense. They acquired, They made. We
also have IN22) ,3&;2)_ and they came and they went. Show the class that the ? and J go
together (1 call it “Yud - 0000 [as in moo]) Tell the class ? and ¥ means they will, but the trick

) - the Y changes it from future to past.

[DISCLAIMER |

By beginning the year with Parshas Beraishis, instead of using the siddur to introduce
the dikduk concepts doesn’t necessarily mean | am learning many more pesukim. Whether
you use the chumash or the siddur to teach the dikduk concepts to your students you must be
cognizant of the fact that these concepts are new and it takes much time and practice to
understand them. In addition, I still use the siddur. However, instead of using the siddur as an
introduction for chumash | use the Siddur to review and reinforce what we learned in
chumash. This takes time, patience and effort. | was once asked by a colleague, why when
he was in yeshiva 40 years ago he learned Parshas Brashis through Lech lecha and even a part
of Vayara, and in second grade he completed Chumash Berashis. Today, he lamented, “we
barely learn Berashis and Noach and in second grade they complete only a few parshiyos?” |
explained, “nowadays we place an emphasis on dikduk concepts and we don’t have the time
to finish so much chumash.” In my class | give a worksheet to reinforce dikduk concepts
(prefixes and suffixes) for almost every posuk we learn. | also make a review after each perek.
This takes time to do. The format of these work sheets change as the year progresses. The
work-sheets emphasize the prefixes and suffixes found in that Posuk.

WHICH CHUMASH SYSTEM BENEFITS MOST FROM RABBI WINDER’S |
SIX STEP PROGRAM?

If you do Rabbi Winders six step program before learning chumash. It wouldn’t be
much of a difference if you teach Braishis, Lech Lecha or Parshas Hashavua since the
vocabulary you choose to teach your class should reflect the words you will have in the
chumash you are teaching.

If you begin with chumash and you are teaching Rabbi Winder’s six step program as
you do chumash then Parshas Braishis is the easier parsha to teach. How is this? Let us
compare the words at the beginning of these two parshiyos. In mvix1a nvina perek x you have
very few words with a suffix. Most of these suffixes that are in perek 1 are only found once in
this perek. In fact, until » v X P19 We have 2 subject suffixes, but there isn’t one



possessive or object suffix pronoun. Moreover, until » P12 there are only four past suffixes

mentioned. The n_(2 times) The » (2 times) the >» (1 time) and the _ (the __ is treated as a
suffix and we find it three times in perek 1 and seven times in perek 2. ) Because of this |
gloss over the suffixes. | tell the class its meaning and they are on the worksheet | give for
each posuk , but | don’t emphasize them yet. This makes it much easier to focus on the words
and the prefixes | do want the children to know. In the first 8 pesukim we have 5 of the 7
pvvin ninix and they are found many times in perek 1 The future subject pronoun
prefixes are also easy to teach in mwixaa nvina. There are 6 out of 10 future subject prefixes
found in a-x op1a. All 6 have examples are without the 7v2nn y, Once the children know the
subject prefixes are future tense | have no problem teaching the 71900 y in context as well,
since almost every posuk has a prefix » together with the 73900

IN CONCLUSION, Yes, if you want you can teach Beraishis on an eighth grade level too, but
if you teach Beraishis to first grade you can use the chumash text to teach your students first
grade dikduk concepts in a chumash context. The siddur can and should be used for a
review. The workbook too can be used as a review, Personally, | made my own
work-sheets to review the prefixes and suffixes of each pouk in Parshas Berashis and
Noach.

(I use the sidder to review the concepts we learned in chumash. Although my focus is on the
prefixes >, n p 9 » 5,2 and the suffix o. | mention all other suffixes as we learn them in
chumash. In »-x op1a | only expect the children to know the prefixes ,ny,5> 0 ,5,¢,a and the
future prefix > and the o. | teach all other prefixes and suffixes we meet in the pesukim, but
the children aren’t responsible to know them yet. This gives the children usually about 3
months to learn many many words with only the prefixes added to them. The only suffix |
expect the children to know at this point is the plural suffix o> which we have a few times in
N PO9.

| The benefits of teaching Parshas Beraishis |

[DISCLAIMER.] | wrote in the introduction | didn’t write this booklet to
change anyone’s opinion, or y'n criticize anyones nvion. If it works for you keep
doing what you are doing. There are those however who don’t have a n9on, but
for some reason are scared of teaching n»wxaa nw1s. VVarious reasons are given why
not to begin from Parshas Beraishis. | will address them in the next paragraph.

I have been teaching Parshas Beraishis for over 30 years. B”H | can say with
certainty that if a rebbi wants to give his students a foundation in Lashon
Hakodesh then Parshas Beraishis was tailor made for first graders. If you don’t
have a mesorah to start Chumash from Lech Lecha or to learn parshas hashavua
then in_my opinion you should learn Parshas Berashis WITHOUT skipping any
perakim. There is another benefit for beginning with mvix1a nvna. You are able to show

the children inside as you learn the pesukim that Hashem made the world. | personally had
several instances while | was tutoring a fourth - fifth graders and they didn’t know the basics




of mwinna nwyn One child, a fourth grader, even went so far to call me an apikoris when | told
him that what he was learning in science about the plants, trees, sun and moon are discussed

in chumash. The boy had no clue. In addition, there are many hashkafa topics that can be
learned from these pesukim.



